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Publications  

Books 

Restricted Data: The History of Nuclear Secrecy in the United States (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2021). 

Articles 

“Can Trump Just Declare Nuclear Secrets Unclassified?” Lawfare (18 August 2022). 

“The Nuclear Dilemma: Deterrence Works, Up to a Point,” Engelberg Ideas (7 June 2022). 

“Low-Yield Nukes Are Still Dangerously Destructive,” Outrider (25 May 2022). 

“Secrecy and Verification in Nuclear Disarmament,” in Pavel Podvig, ed., Verifying Disarmament in the 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (United Nations Institute for Disarmament 
Research, 2022), 34-50. 

“An Unearthly Spectacle: The Untold Story of the World's Biggest Bomb,” Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists (29 October 2021). 

(with Benoît Pelopidas), “The reason we haven’t had nuclear disasters isn’t careful planning. It’s 
luck,” Washington Post (10 August 2020). 

“Counting the Dead at Hiroshima and Nagasaki,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (4 August 2020). 

“Did the U.S. plan to drop more than two atomic bombs on Japan?” National Geographic 
History (Summer 2020). 

“The Kyoto Misconception: What Truman Knew, and Didn’t Know, About Hiroshima,” in Michael 
D. Gordin and G. John Ikenberry, eds., The Age of Hiroshima (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 
University Press, 2020). 

“John Wheeler’s H-bomb Blues,” Physics Today 72, no. 4 (2019): 42-51. 

“NC3 Decision Making: Individual Versus Group Process,” Nautilus Institute, Special Reports 
(August 2019). 

(with Kristyn Karl and Ashley Lytle), “A nuclear bomb might not kill you. But not knowing how to 
respond might,” Washington Post (14 January 2019). 

“The many places of Cold War science,” Isis 109, no. 4 (December 2018), 806-808. 

“Manhattan Project,” Encyclopedia for the History of Science (April 2019). 

“This is not a drill: Lessons from the Hawaii false missile alert,” The Stanley Foundation Courier 95 
(Spring 2019), 3-6. 

“The Hawaii alert was an accident. The dread it inspired wasn’t,” The Washington Post (16 January 
2018). 

“What We Lost When We Lost Bert the Turtle,” Harper’s Magazine (December 2017). 

https://www.lawfareblog.com/can-trump-just-declare-nuclear-secrets-unclassified
https://engelsbergideas.com/essays/the-nuclear-dilemma-deterrence-works-up-to-a-point/
https://outrider.org/nuclear-weapons/articles/low-yield-nukes-are-still-dangerously-destructive
https://www.unidir.org/publication/verifying-disarmament-treaty-prohibition-nuclear-weapons
https://thebulletin.org/2021/10/the-untold-story-of-the-worlds-biggest-nuclear-bomb/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/08/10/reason-we-havent-had-nuclear-disasters-isnt-careful-planning-its-luck/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/08/10/reason-we-havent-had-nuclear-disasters-isnt-careful-planning-its-luck/
https://thebulletin.org/2020/08/counting-the-dead-at-hiroshima-and-nagasaki/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/magazine/2020/07-08/did-united-states-plan-drop-more-than-two-atomic-bombs-japan/
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/2020-wellerstein_kyoto_misconception.pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/2019-wellerstein_wheeler.pdf
https://nautilus.org/napsnet/napsnet-special-reports/nc3-decision-making-individual-versus-group-process
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/14/nuclear-bomb-might-not-kill-younot-knowing-how-respond-might/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/14/nuclear-bomb-might-not-kill-younot-knowing-how-respond-might/
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/2018-wellerstein-coldwarscience(isis).pdf
https://doi.org/10.1184/R1/LPS/J1/22
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2018/01/16/the-hawaii-alert-was-an-accident-the-dread-it-inspired-wasnt/
https://harpers.org/archive/2017/12/destroyer-of-worlds/8/
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“Remembering the Chicago Pile,” New Yorker (2 December 2017). 

(with Avner Cohen), “If Trump wants to use nuclear weapons, whether it’s ‘legal’ won’t 
matter,” Washington Post (22 November 2017). 

“Remembering Laika, Space Dog and Soviet Hero,” New Yorker (3 November 2017). 

“Building an H-Bomb in plain sight,” The Atlantic (5 September 2017). 

(with Edward Geist), “The secret of the Soviet hydrogen bomb,” Physics Today 70, no. 4 (March 
2017), 40-47. 

“The epistemology of civility and the civility of epistemology,” Isis 108, no. 1 (March 2017), 140-142. 

“No one can stop President Trump from using nuclear weapons. That’s by design.” Washington Post 
(4 December 2016), B1. 

“The virtues of nuclear ignorance,” New Yorker (20 September 2016). 

“The psychological power of nuclear weapons,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 72, no. 5 (2016), 298-
303. 

“America at the atomic crossroads,” New Yorker (25 July 2016). 

“What presidents talk about when they talk about Hiroshima,” New Yorker (27 May 2016). 

“The battles of Chernobyl,” New Yorker (26 April 2016). 

“The demon core and the strange death of Louis Slotin,” New Yorker (21 May 2016). 

“A hydrogen bomb by any other name,” New Yorker (8 January 2016). 

“Five ways that nuclear weapons could still be used,” The Guardian (6 August 2015). 

“What options were there for the United States regarding the atomic bomb in 1945?,” Aeon Ideas (31 
July 2015). 

“Nagasaki: The Last Bomb,” New Yorker (7 August 2015). 

“The First Light of Trinity,” New Yorker (16 July 2015). 

(with Hanna Rose Shell), “Technologist-Historian: Data Visualization Meets the Archive,” Technology 
and Culture 56, no. 1 (2015), 204-208. 

“Atomic bomb” and “Hydrogen bomb,” in Discoveries in Modern Science: Exploration, Invention, 
Technology, ed. James Trefil (Macmillan, 2015). 

“Interactive Map Shows Impact of WWII Firebombing of Japan, If It Had Happened on U.S. Soil,” 
Slate: The Vault (13 March 2014). 

“We Don’t Need Another Manhattan Project,” Public Interest Report (Federation of American 
Scientists) 66, no. 4 (Fall 2013). 

https://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/remembering-chicago-pile-worlds-first-nuclear-reactor
https://washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2017/11/22/if-trump-wants-to-use-nuclear-weapons-whether-its-legal-wont-matter/
https://washingtonpost.com/news/posteverything/wp/2017/11/22/if-trump-wants-to-use-nuclear-weapons-whether-its-legal-wont-matter/
https://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/remembering-laika-space-dog-and-soviet-hero
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/09/the-credible-visible-h-bomb/538863/
https://physicstoday.scitation.org/doi/abs/10.1063/PT.3.3524?journalCode=pto
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/2017-wellerstein_leviathan.pdf
http://washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2016/12/01/no-one-can-stop-president-trump-from-using-nuclear-weapons-thats-by-design/
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/the-virtues-of-nuclear-ignorance
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_psychologicalpowernuclear(bas).pdf
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/america-at-the-atomic-crossroads
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/what-presidents-talk-about-when-they-talk-about-hiroshima
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/the-battles-of-chernobyl
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/demon-core-the-strange-death-of-louis-slotin
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/a-hydrogen-bomb-by-any-other-name
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/aug/06/nuclear-weapons-70-years-bombing-hiroshima-war
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/nagasaki-the-last-bomb
http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/the-first-light-of-the-trinity-atomic-test
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/shell_wellerstein_technologisthistorian.pdf
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/03/13/map_interactive_visualizing_firebomb_damage_done_to_japan_during_wwii_through.html
http://blogs.fas.org/pir/2013/11/dont-need-another-manhattan-project/
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“Bomb Appétit!” Lucky Peach no. 6 (Winter 2013), 144. 

“A Tale of Openness and Secrecy: The Philadelphia Story,” Physics Today 65, no. 5 (2012), 47-53. 

“Nuclear bomb” and “Nuclear proliferation,” in Encyclopedia of Military Science, ed. G. Kurt Piehler 
(SAGE Publications, 2013). 

“So Long, Mom, I’m Off to Drop the Bomb: A Case Study in Public Usage of an Educational 
Tool,” WMD Junction (3 May 2012). 

“States of Eugenics: Institutions and the Practices of Compulsory Sterilization in California,” in 
Sheila Jasanoff, ed., Reframing Rights: Bioconstitutionalism in the Genetic Age (Cambridge, Mass.: 
MIT Press, 2011): 29-58.  

“Die geheimen Patente – eine andere Sicht auf die Atombombe,” in Atombilder: Ikongraphien des 
Atoms in Wissenschaft und Öffentlichkeit des 20. Jahrhundertsts, ed. Jochen Hennig and Charlotte 
Bigg (Berlin: Wallstein Verlag, 2009): 159-167. 

“From Classified to Commonplace: The Trajectory of the Hydrogen Bomb ‘Secret,’” Endeavour 32, 
no. 2 (June 2008): 47-52. 

“Inside the Atomic Patent Office,” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 64, no. 2 (May/June 2008): 26-31, 
60-61.  

“Patenting the Bomb: Nuclear Weapons, Intellectual Property, and Technological Control,” Isis 99, 
no. 1 (March 2008): 57-87. Reprinted in David Kaiser and Sally Gregory Kohlstedt, eds., 
Science and the American Century: Perspectives on Science, Technology, and Medicine (Readings from Isis), 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013). 

Selected reviews 

Review of HBO’s Chernobyl. American Historical Review 124, no 4 (October 2019): 1378-1380. 

“The myth of apolitical science [review of Audra Wolfe’s Freedom’s Laboratory],” Science 362, no. 6418 
(30 November 2018), 1006. 

“Of chemistry and conflict [review of Jennet Conant’s Man of the Hour],” Nature 549, no. 7670 
(September 2017), 28-29. 

Review of John Krige, Sharing Knowledge, Shaping Europe, H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable 9, no. 19 (July 
2017), 11-14. 

“The many hats of a Cold War scientist [review of Joel Shurkin’s True Genius],” Nature Physics 13 
(2017), 319. 

Review of Sonja D. Schmid, Producing Power: The Pre-Chernobyl History of the Soviet Nuclear Industry, Isis 
108, no. 1 (2017), 229-230. 

“Civilization VI and its Discontents: Review of Sid Meier’s Civilization VI (2016),” Endeavour 41, no. 1 
(2017), 1-2. 

“Bomb’s away? [review of Dan Zak’s Almighty],” Science 353, no. 6299 (2016): 549. 

http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_bombappetit(luckypeach).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_philadelphiastory(pt).pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20160526103940/http:/wmdjunction.com/120503_nukemap_educational_tool.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20160526103940/http:/wmdjunction.com/120503_nukemap_educational_tool.htm
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_statesofeugenics.pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_hbombsecret(endeavour).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_insidepatentoffice(bas).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_patentingthebomb(isis).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/2019-wellerstein_reviewofchernobyl(ahr).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewwolfe(science).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofconant(nature).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewkrige(hdiplo).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofshurkin(naturephysics).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofschmid(isis).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewciv6(endeavour).pdf
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/353/6299/549
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“The race that wasn’t [review of Graham Farmelo’s Churchill’s Bomb],” The Nonproliferation Review 22, 
no. 1 (2015): 93-97. 

“Cult of the machine [review of Michael Hiltzick’s Big Science],” Science 349, no. 6252 (2015): 1062-
1063. 

“Physicist. Defector. Spy? [review of Frank Close’s Half-Life]” Science 347, no. 6224 (2015): 833. 

Review of B. Cameron Reed, The History and Science of the Manhattan Project, American Journal of Physics 
82, no. 9 (September 2014), 914.  

Review of Brian Balmer, Secrecy and Science: A Historical Sociology of Biological and Chemical Warfare, Isis 
104, no. 4 (December 2013), 863-864. 

Article review of Sean Malloy, “‘A Very Pleasant Way to Die’: Radiation Effects and the Decision to 
Use the Atomic Bomb against Japan,” H-Diplo Article Reviews 371 (17 October 2012). 

“Heterodoxy and its Discontents,” review of Michael Gordin, The Pseudoscience Wars; Science 338 (12 
October 2012), 194-195. 

“Nuclear Others [essay review of Gabrielle Hecht’s Being Nuclear],” Historical Studies in the Natural 
Sciences 42, no. 3 (2012), 235-245. 

(with S.S. Schweber) “Contingencies of the Early Nuclear Arms Race [review of Michael Gordin’s 
Red Cloud at Dawn],” Metascience 20, no. 3 (2011): 443-465. 

Review of J. Samuel Walker, The Road to Yucca Mountain; Isis 101, no. 4 (December 2010), 928-929. 

Selected talks and presentations  

2022 

“The Cuban Missile Crisis at 60 and Risk Reduction Today,” invited lecturer to a private dinner of 
twelve United Nations ambassadors on disarmament, hosted by the Swiss delegation to the 
United Nations and the Institute for Security and Technology, New York City, August 5, 
2022. 

“The Challenges and Opportunities of Civil Defense Messaging Today,” Homeland Defense 
Symposium, Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, July 13, 2022. 

“The Possibility of Much Bigger Bangs: The Role of Very-Large Nuclear Weapons in the High Cold 
War.” Colloquium, Carleton College, May 11, 2022. 

Featured author, Hoboken Literary Weekend, Little City Books, April 2, 2022. 

“The Secret Histories of Laser Fusion.” Colloquium, Deutsches Museum (Munich), January 17, 
2022. 

 

http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_racethatwasnt(npr).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofhiltzik(science).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofclose(science).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofreed(ajp).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofbalmer(isis).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofmalloy(hdiplo).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofmalloy(hdiplo).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_heterodoxy(science).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_nuclearothers(hsns).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_schweber_contingencies(metascience).pdf
http://alexwellerstein.com/publications/wellerstein_reviewofwalker(isis).pdf
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2021 

“How to Lose a Lot of Weapons-Grade Uranium and Get Away With it.” STS Circle, Harvard 
Kennedy School, November 29, 2021.  

“The Atomic Bombings as Past and Present: The Difficult History of Hiroshima and Nagasaki at 
75.” History of Science Society/Society for the History of Technology Joint Annual 
Meeting, November 19, 2021. (Postponed from 2020 due to COVID-19.) 

“The Tuballoy Project: Bloomfield’s Westinghouse Plant and Uranium Production for the 
Manhattan Project.” Montclair State University, October 21, 2021. 

“What is a nuclear secret and who can make one?” Colloquium, Department of the History of 
Science, Harvard University, September 16, 2021. 

Book talks about Restricted Data: The History of Nuclear Secrecy in the United States virtually at Stevens 
Institute of Technology (March 2021), Science and Global Security Program, Princeton 
University (April 2021), SciencesPo, Paris (April 2021), National History Center, 
Washington, DC (May 2021), Lyceum Society, NYC (June 2021), Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies at Monterey (June 2021), Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (July 2021). 

“Physicists and Nuclear Secrecy.” Webinar, Physics Today, May 5, 2021. 

2020 

“Seeing the Unthinkable: Historical and Contemporary Approaches to the Visualization of Nuclear 
War.” Colloquium, Niels Bohr Institute, Copenhagen, Denmark, December 4, 2020. 

“The ‘Best-Kept Secret of the War’? The Successes and Failures of Manhattan Project Secrecy.” Los 
Alamos Historical Society, November 17, 2020.  

“The Atomic Bomb and Visions of the New Post War Order.” Keynote speech, Inaugural Reddit 
AskHistorians Digital Conference, September 15, 2020.  

“The Age of Hiroshima: The Nuclear Revolution on the 75th Anniversary of the Atomic 
Bombings.” Wilson Center, Washington, DC, February 13, 2020. Invited Panelist. 

2019 

“Dr. Strangelove in Retrospective.” Invited commentary, Project on Managing the Atom, Harvard 
Kennedy School, November 21, 2019. 

“The ‘Best-Kept Secret of the War’? The Successes and Failures of the Manhattan Project’s Secrecy 
Regime.” Colloquium, Gallatin School, New York University, November 20, 2019. 

“Revising the Cold War.” Panel participant, Lepage Center for History in the Public Interest at 
Villanova University, November 6, 2019. 

“Drawing the bomb: Secrecy, style, and diagrammatic representations of nuclear weapons, 
diagrams.” Colloquium, Department of History and Sociology of Science, University of 
Pennsylvania, October 21, 2019. 
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“Lessons on Scientific and Technological Governance from Nuclear History.” Talk before a panel 
workshop of the National Academies of Sciences and Engineering, Stanford University, 
September 2019.  

“The Challenge of the Atomic Bomb.” Annual AP Conference, Smithtown School District, 
Smithtown West and Smithtown East High Schools, Smithtown, NY, May 2019. 

“The Legacy of Nuclear Secrecy in the United States,” Annual Meeting, American Physical Society, 
Denver, CO, April 2019.  

“Reinventing Civil Defense,” Radiation Advisory Committee, New York City Department of Health 
and Mental Hygiene, Queens, NY, April 8, 2019.  

“Cyberwar in a Nuclear Age & Nuclear War in a Cyber Age,” Farber Faculty Fellowship Talk, 
College of Arts and Letters, Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ, April 2019.  

“NC3 Decision Making: Individual Versus Group Process,” Conference on NC3 Systems and 
Strategic Stability, sponsored by the Nautilus Institute, Stanford University, and the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Stanford University, Stanford, CA, January 2019.  

“Crisis Response and the New Nuclear Threat Landscape,” workshop on the anniversary of the 
Hawaii false alarm, sponsored by the Stanley Foundation and Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, Honolulu, HI, January 2019.  

2018 

“Nuclear secrecy in the American context,” Nuclear Knowledges Workshop, SciencesPo, Paris, 
France, November 2018.  

“Reinventing Civil Defense: Duck and Cover for the New Nuclear Age,” TEDxStevens, Stevens 
Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ, September 2018.  

 “Patents, Priority, and Problems: Nuclear Weapons and Intellectual Property in the Cold War.” 
Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, June 2018. 

“Photographic Experiments with The Bomb.” Magnum Foundation, New York City, May 2018.  

“Truman’s Bomb and the Making of the Atomic Presidency.” Lawrence Badash Memorial Lecture, 
University of California, Santa Barbara, May 2018. 

 “Nuclear Command and Control: A Brief Primer.” Nieman Foundation for Journalism at Harvard, 
March 2018. 

2017 

 “Duck and Cover All Over Again.” Singularity University, California, July 2017; SIREN Seminar, 
Virginia Tech, November 2017. 

 “Remembering the Saved City: Kyoto, the Atomic Bomb, and the Nuclear Taboo.” Kyoto Museum 
for World Peace, Kyoto, Japan, August 2017. 



8 of 17 

 “What Truman Knew (And Didn’t Know) About Hiroshima and Nagasaki.” Global Hiroshima 
Conference (sponsored by Princeton University and the Prefecture of Hiroshima), 
Hiroshima, Japan, August 2017. 

 “Civil Defense, Nuclear Fear, and Nuclear Salience: What We Lost When We Lost Bert the Turtle.” 
New Nuclear Imaginaries Workshop, Harvard Kennedy School, April 2017. 

 “Presidential Control of Nuclear Weapons: Then and Now.” Project on Managing the Atom 
Seminar Series, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard Kennedy 
School, April 2017. 

 “Secrecy and the Control of Science and Technology: Lessons from History and Sociology.” Future 
of Humanity Institute, University of Oxford, February 2017. 

2016 

 “Nuclear Ships of States: Strategic Weapons and Redefinitions of Authority.” History of Science 
Society (HSS) Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia, November 2016. 

 “Secrecy and the Bomb: From the Postwar to the Cold War,” Brown University, October 2016. 

 “The Nuclear Triad: A Very Brief History.” Invited talk, Timbie Forum 2016, U.S. Department of 
State, Washington, DC, July 2016. 

 “Maintaining the Bomb.” The Maintainers Conference, Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, 
NJ, April 2016. 

2015 

 “Clean, Limitless, Classified: The Secret Histories of Laser Fusion.” Global Technology, Global 
Impacts Conference, American Institute of Physics, College Park, MD, March 2014. Invited 
talk, New York City History of Science Consortium, Columbia University, New York, NY, 
October 2014. l’Institut des Sciences de la Communication du CNRS (ISCC), Université 
Sorbonne, Paris, France, December 2015. 

 “Digital Exposure and Academic Expertise.” History of Science Society (HSS) Annual Meeting, San 
Francisco, CA, November 2015. 

Panel participant, “Roundtable: H.O.T. Goes Pop! Histories of Technology in the Public Eye.” 
Society for the History of Technology (SHOT) Annual Meeting, Albuquerque, NM, October 
2015. 

Invited commentator on a performance of Michael Frayn’s Copenhagen, Central Square Theatre, 
Somerville, MA, October 2015. 

 “Kyoto and Kokura: What the Spared Targets of 1945 Tell Us About Hiroshima and Nagasaki.” 
Invited talk, “Nuclear Legacies: A Global Look at the 70th Anniversary of the Hiroshima 
Bombing,” Princeton University, September 2015. 

 “The Possibility of Much Bigger Bangs: U.S. Official Interest in ‘Very High Yield’ Nuclear 
Weapons, 1942-1963.” Reppy Institute Seminar, Cornell University, September 2015. 
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Colloquilum, Department for the History of Science and Technology, Johns Hopkins 
University, September 2015. STS Fellows talk, Harvard Kennedy School, October 2015. 

 “Nuclear History 101: The Past, Present, and Future of the Bomb,” at the 6th Annual Generation 
Prague Conference, hosted by the US Department of State and George Washington 
University, at the State Department, Washington, DC, July 2015. 

 “The Manhattan Project: A Crucible for Innovation,” at Manhattan Project 70th Anniversary 
Symposium, hosted by the Atomic Heritage Foundation, at Carnegie Institute for Science, 
Washington, DC, June 2015. 

 “Addressing the data gap: What digital tools do archival historians need, and how can we get 
them?,” History of Data/Data in History invited conference, Heyman Center for the 
Humanities, Columbia University, April 2015. 

“What would Happen if a Nuclear Weapon went off in New York?,” Department of History, Upper 
School, Horace Mann School, Bronx, NY, April 2015. 

Colloquium, Pre-circulated paper: “Gagging the H-bomb,” Department of History, University of 
New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM, March 2015. 

 “Atomic Misconception: How the Debate over Kyoto Affected Truman’s Understanding of 
Hiroshima,” CAL Humanities Forum, Stevens Institute of Technology, March 2015. 

 “The Practices of Secrecy: A Phenomenological Approach to Information Control Regimes,” East 
Coast Sociological Society Annual Meeting, New York, NY, March 2015. 

 “Personalizing the Bomb,” at The Dynamics of Possible Nuclear Extinction, at The New York 
Academy of Medicine (included panel discussion with Noam Chomsky and Hugh 
Gusterson), March 2015. 

2014 

Colloquium, “Digitizing the Bomb: Experiments with Nuclear History, Science, and Pedagogy,” 
School of History, Technology, and Society, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA, November 2014. 

Chair, “Workshop: Digital and Computational History of Science: Tools, Platforms, Networks, and 
Corpora,” History of Science Society Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, November 2014. 

 “Martian Dialogues: Leo Szilard, Edward Teller, and the Question of Nuclear Weapons.” Invited 
talk, Montclair State University, October 2014. 

 “John Wheeler’s H-bomb Blues: Secrecy, History, and a Missing Document in the High Cold War.” 
Colloquium, Gallatin School, NYU, November 2012; Colloquium, Physics Department, 
Catholic University of America, January 2013. NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, 
Greenbelt, MD, April 2014. 

2013 

 “The Role of Europe in American Nuclear Secrecy.” Cold War Science Workshop, Lorentz Center, 
Leiden, the Netherlands, December 2013. 
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 “‘There is No Mystery about Producing a 50 Megaton Bomb’: Very High-Yield Nuclear Weapons 
and the Limited Test Ban Treaty.” History of Science Society Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, 
November 2013. 

 “Personalizing the Nuclear World,” Invited Panelist, Workshop on Nuclear Issues Education, 
Stevens Institute of Technology, November 2013.  

 “Getting to Know the Bomb: Experiments the Public Understanding of Nuclear Weapons.” 
Invited talk, Center for Nonproliferation Studies, Monterey Institute of International 
Studies, Monterey, CA, March 2013; Colloquium, Program on Science and Global Security, 
Princeton University, November 2013.  

Panelist, “Power and Promise: What’s Become of Our Nuclear Golden Age?” Chemical Heritage 
Foundation, September 2013. 

Invited panelist, “Transforming the Relationship Between Science and Society: The Manhattan 
Project and Its Legacy.” Atomic Heritage Foundation NSF Workshop, February 2013.  

 “The Hydrogen Bomb and the Shifting Focus of Cold War Scientific Secrecy.” Colloquium, 
National Museum of American History, January 2013.  

2012 

“The History of Nuclear Weapons and the Future of Proliferation.” Nuclear Policy Talk, Elliot 
School of International Affairs, George Washington University, December 2012. 
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