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February 23, 1945.

Perponnl snd Confidentisd-

Hoh, Henry L. 8timsog e
Sscretary of War : - ) — N
Weshington, D. C, . 2

Ny desr Mr. Becretary:
1 am writing you with reference to the so-culled "Manhattan Pro-

ject.® According to the tegtimony before the ¥War Department Subconmittee
of the Appropriations Committee, of which a&s you know I sm a member, thie

“project was started tome time in 1942 with funde which our comuittee guve

thg War Department in & lump sum to expedite production. I belleve some
engineers' cervice funds were tlso used.

At the time when thece fungs were mode avallable the subcommittes,
of course, had no knowledge thet they were going to be used for euch a tre-
mendous project. It was not until considerable fime later thut members of
our_comulttee knew that there was such & projest. During the hearings—op—-—
the War-Department bill last yesr, Undersecretary of War Robert P. Patterson,
testified the total spent on this project up to thut time wae aspyroximately
$490,000;000, - My information was that the totol cum spent up to that time
was $300 ,000, I asked ir. Patterson about this other $400,000,000 and
after soke consultation he oume buck the next day I belleve it was and ad-
mitted that the War Department had gpent an additionadl £400,000,000, making
2 total of $800,000,000 that had been allocuted up to this time to this
projeat. He acked for and reveived authority te use snother $600,000,000
bringing the total amount allocsted to this project up to $1,400,000,000.

Mr. Patterson further testified that there were two plants or
locations and when I called his attention to the name of the third, he ad-

_mitted thut there were thres., It was apparent to me that he knew very

1ittle, if anything, about the entire project.

Woen the subcommittee met 1 made the stetement that I was not
going along withi this matter any longer unlese these sume were justified.
1 expected, of course, General Grove or some other officer who had cherge,
to come before our committee und give us detailed informetion. Instead,
however, General Marshall sppeared the next morning, testified at some
length but gave us no information which would justify the sxpenditure of
the money. He wes apparently peeved at me because I dared to ask for
justification. Wnen I pointed ocut the faot that Mr. Patterson had testi-
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fied that the War Department had ullocated to this project up to thet time
$400,000,000, when sotually $800,000,000 hed been allocated; that he testi-
fied there ware two projects when thers were actually three, Geners) Marshall
replied, ®He is not supposed to know anything about it. The Secretary of Wer
end I went to the Speaker of the House, the Msjority and Hinorlty Leaders and
%60k the matter up with them.® I replied ihat the responsibility for the
expenditure of these funds war neither that of the 8Spemker nor of the Mujority
or Minority Leaders, it was tne responsibllity of the membere of our sub-
sommittee s well && the resporcibility of every Member of the Houge. Despite
the fact that T received no information upon which I could base any justifics-~
tion for the money, I went along with the arrropriation,

I am now informed that the War Depertment came to the Deficiency
Bubcomnittee of the Appropristions Gommittee tne other day, by-passing the
regular subconmittee of which,I am e member, snd esked for a deficiency of
some §400,000,000. If thie sux is granted it will mean that & total of
$1,800,000,000 hes been allocated to this project.

a I was informed that the War Department puve no information to the
Deficlency Suboommittee, thet they uped the same answers - "prospsots leok
good,* *Cermany ls working on the seme thing, 1f they get there first, we
will lose the war," eta., When Genersl Harshall made these statements, I
questioned Nin as 16 Just how he knew whet Germany wee doing end he admitted
-be hid no definite informetion, he just thought mo. He said the airplunss
brought back reports of some plants in Germany that might manufacture the
same kind of materisl.

It is difficult in my Judgment to Juetify the expenditurs of this
tremendous sum of money for amy purpose. It serteinly ig not good Judgment,
for our gommittee to pase upon this sort of appropriation with no Justificac -
tions. I have & great desl of information from outside sources regardliag the
matter. My information is that Dr. Conant of Harvard end cther scientists
sold the ifea to the President and thet it involved the job of "breaking
down the stom." I was informed thet Me barrsl of it would destroy Berlin
and keep 4t turning for & yeer" and other similar statements equally fan~
tastic. / General Marshall told usg that the President, the Chief of Staff and
the Se@retary of Wer were the only ones who hud information on the matter.

Wopn I visited the powder, shell-loading and bsg-loading plants in

*Zéé, I asked permiesion.to wisif the three plents making up this project. —
e Mr. Patterson did not absclutely refuse, he waus very insgistent that I should
not do #o., I told him thut it seemed rather strange to me thut while he per-
nitted 60,000 workers, male and female, blacks, yellow and white, iexicana,
Chinamen #nd Fegroes, men of every race, creed and color to go to these planta
déily, I & Member of Congress and & nembgp of the subcommittee which had the .
reaponsibzlity'of handling themse tremendous funde was not permitted to even o
ses what ir.going on. Despite the fact that I felt there was no Justificstion
for my ‘ot wvisiting the plants, I did not at that time insist upon doing qP.
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1 have & great many reports of extravagence cnd wette of both materisl

and manpower, some of these stories coming from pecple who clajim to have
-~ gorked thers. I do not know, of course, whether these stories sre trus

&r not. .

‘ Mr. Secrestary, the comstitution pleces the responsiblilty for

ordginating epproprietion bills dporn the House of Representatives. ‘The

House of Representatives hec pluced that repponsibility upon the Appro-

priations Committee and as fer as the War Department is concerned upon my

subcormittee. There was & remson for doinmg this ar you well know. 1 have

a Fesponsibility in the matter thet I cen no longer ignore.

1 em respectfully requecting you und the War Department to justify
in detail before our pubcomtittee the eXxpenditurce that have bedén mede in
the past on thic project und those you propese to muke in the future. I
shall ask permiasion to visit this project, to ga through the verious plants
and make & thorough survey. Unlecs thie justification is made and uplens 1
am given that permission, I shell introduce & resolution in the Housce asking
for s thorough investigation of the whole astier. If I un compelled to do 8o,
the responsibility will be that of yourself and the War Department in not '\
furnishing tle constitutionsl body chargeé with the responsibility of making -
appropriations, {nformetion upou whick these expenditures are bgwed., N

1 am almo considering offering un amendment on the floor of the ‘Agﬂﬂ
House striking from the Deficiency Bili the umendments pertaining to this :
project. During the debate I shall not, of coursge, use any infornation that
I obtained in the committee or from the Gar Department whieh wie given oon-
fidentielly. 1 shall use only cuch informution zs I have obtdined from out-
gide Wer Lepartment clreles.

"

I om writlug this letiter in the kindliest of epirit, but with a

sense of duty which my conscience will not permit me ‘o ignore any longer.

Sincerely yours,

/8gd/ ALBEHT J. ENGEL
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