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February 28, 1642.

Lisut. Commander X. H, Thayer, USNR,
Cffice of the Chief of Néval Operations,
Navy Depaftment, :
Washington, n.C.

vear Comsander Thayer:

Thank you for your letter of February twenty-
sixth (Serial K0.0529916) oonoerning Dr, A. H. Compton.
Continuance of Dr. Compton in Lis present capaoity,
but not in connection with the direot military probd-
lems being carried on in the kational Defense iesearch
Committes, i3 entiraly satisfactory to me. He is, as
we both know, a great solentist, undoubtedly devoted
to his country and thoroughly loyal. 0On the other
band, I do agree with you that he is scmewhat laoking
io discretion, and while I fesl that he is using proper
oare at the present time, we have recently cautioned
him in this regard and I feel that his ocontinuance
needs to be under oconditions where both Dr. Conant and
i will pay due atteation to the matter for this reason.
In our telephone conversation which preceded your let-
ter I think I brought cut this point of view, but I
think you will de glad to have it in a letter.>In ad-"-_ , .
dition, I might outline hers ths 8special stutus of the
work on which Dr. Compton is engaged with many others,
for it %s an unusual ciroumstence an? warrants spsoial
treatment,

Most of the work of O3RD, as you know, is on
military devices where it is necessary to give the
scientists who are at work a oonsiderabls military
baockground in order that they may function adequately.
Before thus passing on nilitary information furnished
to us by the armed services we use great care. How-
over, thers is one very large problem on which these
conditions do not hold. Its nature is knpown to you,
since Dr. Gunn, of the Laval lesearoh Laboratory, was
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a meuber of the committes initially set up by the
President to follow up the matter, and he remains in
oontaoct with that oommittes, I belisve, at the pre-
sent time as & Consultant. It involves a solentifio
development aimed at producing a new militury de-
vice. Howsver, in its development it is not neces-
pary at any time tc pass on military informtion,
ginoce the whole mutter is self-oontained and entirely
new. .ccordingly, in bandling the personnel on this
subject the matter has been placed in a special cate-
gory. I have used due ocare and at every point have
oongulted the armed services, but I have not felt that
the same situation applied a8 in the oase where I was
handlin,; military information placed in my charge by
the armed services. MNoreover, on this partioular aud-
jeot, a3 far us its solentific baockground is conoerned,
thers are many individuals in this country having
rather ocomplete knowledze as a result of their study
of physios, and these are by no means all under oon-
trol. lence there has been an experience in the past
which 18 not desirable, for the subjeot hus been dis-
cussed not only wmong physiocists rather widely, but
elso in popular articles. They continue to appear in
the press even now. Under thess ciroumstances, when
we take & men into work on such a matter we give him
ir some ouses no new information whatever. W#hen we

do tage him into the organization, however, we do 8o
with ouution, ané we place him under oath and impress
upon him his resronsibillities. In many cases, there-
fore, I feel it is highly desiruble to take a man in
in ouse cf doubt rather than to leave him entirely
without control, and I have followed this polloy in
severul ocases, It is exceedingly necessary that the
progress being made on this subjeot and. the speciual
teohniques developed bo handled with great oars. I
feel that the beast way to accomplish this is to place
the prinoipal scientists involved as muoch under oon-
trol as is possible with the present organization. In
faot, I am inclined to believe that should the sublect
become at all imminent in the sense of promising preo-
tioal results within a reasonabdble interval it would

be well to take in and put under thorough oontrol
practioully every physioist in the country having back-
ground knowledge of the subject, but the time for this
has certainly not arrived.
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I trust that you will pardon the long letter,
but I felt that it would be well to have on record
with the Ravy the point of view I am taking om this
subjeot, as it is a somewhat special and dorderland
matter. As far as Dr. A. H, Compten is eoncermed, I~
feel sure that we will be able to guide him so that
he will be properly disoreet, and I am sure he is

loysal.
Very truly yours,

V. Bush,
Direotor.





